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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL, MR. L.J. KING, Q.C. 
OMBUDSMAN APPOINTED. 14.11.72 
South Australia's Ombudsman is Mr. G.D. Combe, at present Clerk 
of the House of Assembly. 
His appointment by Executive Council was today announced by 
the Attorney-General, Mr. L.J. King, Q.C. 
The Ombudsman, who is independent of the Government, has power 
to investigate citizens' complaints against State Government 
departments and agencies and, if found correct, to seek redress. 
South Australian born and educated, Mr. Combe, 55, is married 
with five children. A qualified accountant and company 
secretary, he joined parliamentary service in 1940. 
He had a distinguished wartime army career seeing service in 
Tobruk, El Alamein, New Guinea and Borneo and being awarded 
the Military Cross. 
He has written a number of publications including "Responsible 
Government in South Australia". (Correspondents — a detailed 
biography of Mr. Combe is attached). 
Mr. King said he was delighted that such a distinguished South 
Australian had been willing to accept this important appointment. 
"Mr. Combe has had an outstanding career and is recognised 
throughout Australia and overseas as an authority on parliamen-
tary Government. 
"His service as Clerk of the Assembly has given iri m a unique 
insight into the working of Government and government 
departments. His integrity, impartiality and ability have 
commanded the respect of all members and all political parties. 
"He will, I am sure, be an equally distinguished Ombudsman". 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
The Attorney said the Government regarded the appointment 
of the Ombudsman, provided for in legislation passed earlier 
this year, as being of very great importance to South 
Australians. 
"The increasing power and complexity of Government departments 
and their effect on people's daily lives make it imperative 
that the ordinary citizen should be able to secure an impartial 
review of decisions affecting him or her. 
"Mr. Combe and his staff will provide such a service." 
The new Ombudsman said his first job would be to find suitable 
offices and supportive staff. 
He expected to be ready to receive and investigate complaints 
in the New Year. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS OF MR. GORDON D. COMBE. 
DATE AND PLACE 12 June, 1917, Gumeracha,.South. Australia. 
OF BIRTH; 
MARITAL STATE: Married, with 5 children. 
EDUCATION: 
BANK SERVICE: 
WAR SERVICE: 
PARLIAMENTARY 
SERVICE: 
AUSTRALIAN 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION: 
At Norwood High School -
Leaving (Matriculation). 
/. A J.-L . Xi. .S.A. (Associate Australian Society of 
Accountants) 
A.C.I.S. (Associate Chartered Institute of 
Secretaries) - 2nd place in 
S.A. - final exams. 
University of Adelaide - subjects passed -
Commercial Lav/, Commercial Practice, 
Economics. 
Officer, State Bank of S.ii. (General Bank), 
19 34--39. 
Served throughout with South Australian raised 
2/4-3rd Australian Infantry Battalion 
194-0/194-5. 
Joined as Private, commissioned in Cairo, 
discharged as Captain. 
Service in Tobruk, El Alamein, New Guinea 
and Borneo. 
Graduate of war-time junior staff school. 
Twice wounded in action. 
Awarded Military Cross. 
An Office Clerk, 1940-194-8. 
Secretary, Joint House Committee, 194-6-194-8. 
Clerk-Assistant and Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Legislative Council, 194-8-1952. 
Clerk Assistant and Sergeant-at-Arms, 
House of Assembly, 1952-1953. 
Clerk of the House of Assembly, 1953-1972. 
First Clerk from the Commonwealth of Nations 
to be on exchange duty at House of Commbns 
London. (February-April, 1963). 
Attended Parliamentary Conferences of Pre-
siding Officers and submitted papers on 
parliamentary topics in Canberra, Brisbane, 
Melbourne, Fiji and Perth. 
Clerk-elect for Convention to begin in Sydney, 
May, 1973. 
SPORTING CAREER: Cricket - A Grade with East Torrens 
(including captaincy) 
Soccer - 1st Division. 
South Australia (including captaincy) 
Australian XI v. England XI. 
Football- Loxton (captain premiership team) 
Diving - High Schools Championship, 1932 
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PUBLICATIONS: "Responsible Government in South Australia" 
(book) - listed reference book for 
Constitutional Law I at University of 
Adelaide. 
"Parliament of South Australia" (booklet) 
House of Assembly Digest. 
"House of Assembly" (pamphlet) 
"The Second 43rd" (as co-author) 
- 0 0 O 0 0 -
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
